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Welcome  to  members  of  the 
Selwyn  House  Community 


Mr.  William  Mitchell 
Headmaster 


Presentation  of  the 
Speirs  Medal 

By 

Mr.  Michael  Goldbloom  '69 
Chairman  of  the  Board  of  Directors 

To 
James  Eric  Iversen 

Faculty  1951-81 
Assistant  Headmaster  1969-72 


Speirs  Medal  Recipient 

James  Eric  Iversen  began  teaching  at  Selwyn  House  in  1951  after 
completing  both  his  BA  and  MA  from  McGill  University.  His 
distinguished  career  spanned  three  decades. 
Mr.  Iversen,  who  served  in  England  with  the  R.C.A.E's  6th 
Bomber  Group  for  three  years  during  W.W.II,  wore  many  hats  at 
Selv^n  before  being  appointed  Assistant  Headmaster  in  1969  under 
Dr.  Robert  Speirs.  First  and  foremost  a  Middle  School  teacher,  his 
principle  avocation  was  as  head  of  the  French  department,  where  he 
was  instrumental  in  raising  the  programme's  standards,  evidenced  by 
the  excellent  results  of  the  students  on  their  school-leaving  exams  set 
by  the  province.  Mr.  Iversen  also  worked  as  guidance  counsellor  for 
the  Senior  students. 

It  was  his  versatility  and  even  temper,  as  well  as  his  long 
service  record  to  the  School,  that  made  him  the  ideal  candidate  for 
assisting  the  Headmaster,  a  position  that  he  held  for  three  years, 
serving  a  year  after  Dr.  Speirs'  retirement  to  facilitate  the 
introduction  of  Mr.  Alexis  Troubetzkoy,  the  School's  new 
Headmaster.  During  his  tenure,  Mr.  Iversen's  depth  of  insight  and 
the  ease  with  which  he  dealt  with  both  personal  and  public  relations 
made  him  an  effective  liaison  between  Selwyn  and  other  schools, 
universities,  and  provincial  organizations.  His  training  as  guidance 
counsellor  also  made  him  a  natural  with  regard  to  handling 
administrative  and  personnel  difficulties. 

Mr.  Iversen's  enthusiasm  was  not  limited  to  academics  but 
included  a  love  of  sports  and  the  outdoors  that  he  continues  to 
pursue.  At  Selwyn  he  coached  hockey,  soccer,  and  softball  as  well  as 
organized  the  School  ski  meets  and  trained  the  students  for 
inter-school  contests.  Mr.  Iversen  is  still  an  avid  skier  and  frequents 
Mont.  Tremblant  and  St.  Sauveur. 

It  has  also  been  noted  by  Mr.  Iversen's  former  colleagues, 
including  Mr.  Moody  and  Dr.  Speirs,  that  his  influence  extended 


beyond  the  classroom  and  administrative  office  to  infiltrate  school 
life  on  many  levels.  An  example  of  this  is  his  participation  from  1972 
to  1974  in  a  Development  Committee  that  acted  as  consultants  to 
the  Board  on  the  issue  and  feasibility  of  moving  the  Junior  School  to 
one  of  the  Argyle  buildings  to  free  up  space  for  a  larger  Library. 
Recommendation  eventually  led  to  action  in  favour  of  the  plan. 

Since  his  retirement,  Mr.  Iversen  has  taken  up  painting  and 
spends  three  months  every  summer  in  the  Gaspe.  He  and  his  wife 
Mary  have  three  sons,  Eric  '69,  Stuart  '74,  and  Jay,  two  daughters, 
Christine  and  Deedee,  and  eleven  grandchildren. 


The  Speirs  Medal 


The  Speirs  Medal  is  presented  each  year 
at  Founder's  Day  to  the  person  whom  the 
Board  of  Directors  of  the  school  feels  has 
made  a  significant  contribution  to  the 
Selwyn  House  Community  over  the  years. 


Past  Speirs  Medal  Recipients 


1996 

Dr.  Victor  Goidbloom  '37 

&  Mrs.  Sheila  Goidbloom 

1995 

Mr.  Hugh  H.  Norsworthy 

1994 

Mr.  Alexis  S.  Troubetzkoy 

1993 

Mr.  Conrad  R  Harrington  '26 

1992 

Mr.  Timothy  R.  Carsley  '52 

1991 

Colonel  John  G  Bourne  '32 

1990 

Mr.  Robert  C.  Paterson 


1989 

Mrs.  Patricia  Marsh 

1988 

Mr.  Edward  M.  Ballon  '39 

1987 

Mrs.  C.I.  Markland 

1986 

Mr.  William  Hingston  Daly  '52 

1985 

Mr.  Edgar  C.  Moodey 

1984 
Mr.  R  Gordon  Phillips 

1983 

Mr.  David  M.  Culver  '39 

1982 

Honourable  G.  Miller  Hyde 


Captain  Algernon  Lucas 

Captain  Lucas  was  born  in  England  on  November  7,  1879.  He 
graduated  from  Selwyn  College,  Cambridge,  in  1903,  after  which  he  came 
to  Canada  and  taught  at  a  school  in  Brockville. 

In  1908,  Captain  Lucas  started  Lucas  School  with  seven  pupils  in  a  small 
flat  on  Crescent  Street.  Within  two  years,  the  school  moved  into  a  house  on 
Mackay  Street. 

Captain  Lucas  transferred  ownership  of  the  school  to  Mr.  Macaulay  in 
1912,  in  order  to  pursue  a  career  as  an  insurance  broker.  In  1914,  Captain 
Lucas  went  to  England  and  secured  a  commission  in  the  Life  Guards.  He 
was  wounded  in  France  and,  whilst  convalescing  in  Ireland,  was  killed  by  a 
sniper's  bullet  in  1916. 


Mr.  Colin  Campbell  Macaulay 

Mr.  Macaulay  arrived  in  Montreal  in  September,  1911.  He  was  an  old 
friend  of  Captain  Lucas,  as  they  had  obtained  their  degrees  from  Selwyn 
College  at  the  same  time.  Mr.  Macaulay  taught  at  Lower  Canada  College  for 
a  year  before  taking  over  the  Lucas  School  from  Captain  Lucas.  It  was  the 
association  of  the  first  two  headmasters  with  their  common  Alma  Mater  that 
led  Mr.  Macaulay  to  rename  the  school,  Selwyn  House. 

Mr.  Macaulay  retired  in  1929.  He  returned  to  England  where  he  died  in 
1958  at  the  age  of  83. 

In  this  its  eighty-ninth  year,  the  school  has  grown  to  its  present  size  of 
570  pupils  and  now  occupies  two  buildings  in  Westmount. 

In  honour  of  Captain  Lucas  and  Mr.  Macaulay,  and  in  celebration  of  the 
opening  of  the  new  building  in  1 986,  two  plaques  were  unveiled.  The 
Macaulay  plaque,  donated  by  the  graduates  of '86,  was  designed  for  the  new 
building,  and  the  Lucas  plaque  identifies  the  main  building. 


Dr.  Robert  Speirs 

Dr.  Robert  Speirs  was  Headmaster  of  Selwyn  House  School  from  1945 
to  1971.  During  this  time,  the  school  moved  from  Redpath  Street  to  its 
present  location.  Also,  Grades  10  and  1 1  were  added  so  a  student  could  stay 
at  the  school  for  his  complete  elementary  and  secondar)'  education. 

Dr.  Speirs  was  a  wonderftil  person  who  touched  all  those  around  him. 
He  impressed  upon  the  students  the  value  and  pleasure  of  warmth  in  human 
relations.  Dr.  Speirs  will  be  remembered  as  one  of  the  great  Headmasters  of 
Selwyn  House. 


Selwyn  House  Association 

Board  of  Directors 

1997-1998 

Chairman:  Michael  Goldbloom  '69  France  Desmarais 

Craig  Shannon  '71  Bryan  Fitzpatrick  '74 
Christine  A.  Carron  John  Hallward  '78 

John  Carsley  'G7  Conrad  H.  Harrington 

Nori  Churchill-Smith  Wendy  A.  MacDonald 

Ted  Claxton  David  M.  McEntyre 

James  Coristine  'GG  Neil  Matheson  '74 

Jeffrey  L.  Derevensky  Kevin  Ratcliff  '77 


Old  Boys'  Association  Directors 

1997-1998 

President:  Kevin  Ratcliff '77 

Vice-President:  Robert  Keene  '82 

Secretary:  Jonathan  Fierman  '80 

Past  President:  Tim  Fitzpatrick  '77 

Ted  Claxton  '73  Trevor  Ham  '87 

William  Daly  '52  Brian  Ludgate  '69 


Toronto  Chapter 

President:  Brian  Dawson  '80 
Vice-President:  Malcolm  Speirs  '77 

Ottawa  Chapter 

Coordinator:  Peter  Stewart  '81 

London  Chapter 

Coordinator:  David  Skinner  '82 
Boston  Chapter 

Coordinator:  George  Sopel  '86 


